
Background Research: The Clergy Letter Project 

For more background you can read about the Clergy Letter Project movement by going to their web site  
http://www.butler.edu/clergyproject/Christian OR we have included some excerpts below: 
 

     THE CLERGY LETTER PROJECT 
 

     The Clergy Letter - from American Christian clergy  – An Open Letter Concerning Religion and Science   

“Within the community of Christian believers there are areas of dispute and disagreement, including the proper way to interpret 
Holy Scripture. While virtually all Christians take the Bible seriously and hold it to be authoritative in matters of faith and practice, 
the overwhelming majority do not read the Bible literally, as they would a science textbook. Many of the beloved stories found in 
the Bible – the Creation, Adam and Eve, Noah and the ark – convey timeless truths about God, human beings, and the proper 
relationship between Creator and creation expressed in the only form capable of transmitting these truths from generation to 
generation. Religious truth is of a different order from scientific truth. Its purpose is not to convey scientific information but to 
transform hearts.  

We the undersigned, Christian clergy from many different traditions, believe that the timeless truths of the Bible and the 
discoveries of modern science may comfortably coexist. We believe that the theory of evolution is a foundational scientific truth, 
one that has stood up to rigorous scrutiny and upon which much of human knowledge and achievement rests. To reject this truth or 
to treat it as “one theory among others” is to deliberately embrace scientific ignorance and transmit such ignorance to our children. 
We believe that among God’s good gifts are human minds capable of critical thought and that the failure to fully employ this gift is 
a rejection of the will of our Creator. To argue that God’s loving plan of salvation for humanity precludes the full employment of 
the God-given faculty of reason is to attempt to limit God, an act of hubris. We urge school board members to preserve the 
integrity of the science curriculum by affirming the teaching of the theory of evolution as a core component of human knowledge. 
We ask that science remain science and that religion remain religion, two very different, but comp lementary, forms of truth.” 

Background…  

For too long, the misperception that science and religion are inevitably in conflict has created unnecessary division and 
confusion, especially concerning the teaching of evolution. I wanted to let the public know that numerous clergy from most 
denominations have tremendous respect for evolutionary theory and have embraced it as a core component of human knowledge, 
fully harmonious with religious faith. 

In the fall of 2004, I worked with clergy throughout Wisconsin to prepare a statement in support of teaching evolution. 
We were called to action by a series of anti-evolution policies passed by the school board in Grantsburg, WI. The response was 
overwhelming. In a few weeks, nearly 200 clergy signed the statement, which we sent to the Grantsburg school board on 
December 16, 2004. Additionally, groups of educators and scientists sent letters to the Grantsburg School Board and to the 
Superintendent of Schools protesting these policies. In response to all of this attention, as well as the efforts of others, the 
Grantsburg School Board retracted their policies. 

The outpouring of support from clergy around the country encouraged me to make this a nationwide project. If you want 
to read more about it or join us in sharing this important perspective, click here . Encourage your clergy to consider signing the 
statement and please feel free to link to these web pages.  And, while the current focus is on Christian clergy, please let me know if 
you are willing to write and/or host a statement from other religions. 

The Clergy Letter Project has also sponsored annual Evolution Sunday events. These events provide an opportunity for 
congregations around the world to come together, in the way each feels most comfortable, to discuss the compatibility of religion 
and science.  By doing so, we are educating thousands and elevating the worldwide discussion of this important topic. If your 
congregation would like to participate in an Evolution Sunday event, please contact me. 

Most recently, The Clergy Letter Project has created a database of scientists interested in working with clergy members to 
answer questions about all aspects of evolution. To view this growing list, click here   (If you are a scientist and would like to be 
added to our data base, please send me a note.)  
 

Sincerely, 
Michael Zimmerman 
Dean  
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Butler University    Send your comments to me at mz@butler.edu  
 


